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Amendroepts tu thg Claims 

Please amend Claira(s) 3 and 1 1 . The Claim Listing below will replace ull prior versions 



Claim Listing 

1-2, (Canceled). 

3. (Currently Amended) A microscope slide stainer comprising; 

a shde housing into which at least one microscope slide is insened, said housing 
having a cavity into which liquids are dispensed, the caviiy containing a snfFiciem 
volume of liquid lo cover the at least one microscope slide; 

a liquid dispenser including an orifice from which liquid drops into the cavity, 
said onfice and cavity * jUd ^ housing b eing capable of relative movement between each 
other under microprocessor control so as to align the dispenser with a slide, and 



4, (Previously Presented) A microscope slide stainer as claimed in claim 3 further 
comprising a slide carrier capable of moving the slide that is contained in the slide 



5. (Previously Presented) A microscope slide stainer as claimed in claim 4, further 
comprising a heater capable of heating the slide that is contained in the slide housing. 

6. (Previously Presented) A microscope slide stainer as claimed in claim 5 wherein the 
heating element is adjacent to the slide. 



comprising a pressurized rinse bottle from which rinse fluid is dispensed into the cavity 
of said slide housing. 

8, (Previously Presented) A microscope slide stainer as claimed in claim 3, fiinher 

comprising a heater capable of heating the slide that is contained in ihe slide housing. 



of the claims in the application: 



a liquid aspirator, said aspirator being capable of removing liquid from the cavity. 



housing. 



7. 



(Previously Presented) A microscope slide stainer as claimed in claim 4, further 



PAGE 7m * RCVD AT 517/2007 5:44:48 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-118 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:1 978 341 0242 * DURATION (mfn-ss):04-32 



May-07-07 
09/702,298 



05:46pm From-HBSR 



1-978-341-0242 T-993 P. 08/14 F-990 



-3- 

9, (Previously Presented) A microscope slide stainer as clmmed in claim S wherein the 
heating element is adjacent lo the slide. 

10, (Previously Presented) A microscope slide stainer as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 
liquid aspirator comprises: 

a vacuum bottle; 

a vacuum hose extending from the vacuum bottle; and 

a vacuum hose transport mechanism for bringing the end of the vacuum hose to 
the cavity in the slide housing. 

1 1 , (Currenily Amended) A method of staining slides comprising: 

inserting a slide into a slide housing, said housing having a cavity into which 
liquids can be dispensed, the cavity containing a sufficient volume of liquid to cover the 
at least one microscope slide; 

moving either the caviiv of the slide housing or an orifice of a liquid dispenser, 
from which liquid drops into the cavity, relative to each other under microprocessor 
control mto alignment; 

dispensing liquid into the cavity of said housing through the orifice, said liquid 
also contacting said slide; and 

aspirating liquid from the cavity of said housing. 

12, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, wherein the liquid is aspirated from the 
cavity of said housing by extending a vacuum hose to the cavity and collecting the liquid 
into a vacuum bottle. 

13, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12, fiurther comprising heating the slide 
contained in the shde bousing, 

1 4, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1, fUrther comprising heating the slide 
contained in the slide housing. 

15, (Previously Presented) The mediod of claim 1 1, further comprising moving a slide that is 
contained in a slide housing. 
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16. 
17, 

18. 



(Previously Presented) The meihod of claim 15, further comprising adding rinse fluid 
from a pressun2ed rinse bottle. 

(Previously Presented) The meihod of claim 1 1 further comprising the step of moving 
the slide housing and a liquid aspirator relative to each other prior to aspirating liquid 
from the cavity of said housing. 

(Previously Presented) A microscope slide stainer as claimed in claim 3 wherein the 
slide homing and liquid aspirator are capable of relative movement imder microprocessor 
control so as to align the aspirator with a slide. 
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